
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antinomianism: the assertion that Christians do not need the law
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Legalism 
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1 Mark A. Noll, A History of Christianity in the United States and Canada (Eerdmans Publishing, 1992), 61. 
2 John Theodore Mueller, Christian Dogmatics (Concordia Publishing, 1934), 472.  This Teaching Sheet has been prepared by: Matthew R. Richard (www.pastormattrichard.com) 

Galatians 5:6 & 6:15 and Romans 14:17 

Antinomianism: (from the Greek 

(against) and s (law).  The assertion that 

Christians do not need the law.
1
 It wants to 

do away with the Law; it doesn’t want to 

teach the Law ‘apart from’ the Gospel and 

‘before’ the Gospel.  If the Law is not 

proclaimed then Jesus, who fulfills the law, 

is not able to satisfy the Law.  A final result 

of Antinomianism is a gross error of mixing 

Justification and Sanctification.
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 ‘Jesus-’ (Minus Law Attributes) 

 Eliminating secondary matters, thus 

distorting primary matters. 

 Polar Opposite of Legalism 

 i.e. Uncircumcision 

 Scriptural Examples: Romans 6:1, 

Romans 6:15 

 Also Known as: Gentile-ism, Greasy 

Grace, Liberal, Freedom, No 

Boundaries, Liberty, Non-Commitment, 

Independent and Autonomy. 

Legalism: The assertion that Christians are 

bound to the law.  It wants to add conditions 

to the Gospel; it doesn’t want to teach the 

Gospel unconditionally ‘apart from’ the Law 

and ‘after’ the Law.  If unconditional Gospel 

is not proclaimed, then mankind is left trying 

to fulfill the demands of the law for 

himself/herself.  A final result of Legalism is 

a gross error of mixing Works with 

Justification and/or Sanctification.  

 ‘Jesus+’ (Plus Manmade Attributes) 

 Making primary matters secondary and 

secondary matters primary. 

 Polar Opposite of Antinomianism 

 i.e. Circumcision 

 Scriptural Examples: Galatians 3:3, 

Romans 3:20 

 Also Known as: Phariseeism, 

Performance Religion, Conservative, 

Rules, Regulations, Standards, 

Commitment, Obligation and Duty. 

For in Christ neither uncircumcision (i.e. Antinomianism) nor 
circumcision (i.e. Legalism) has any value!  Error in Christianity is found 
when disciples: bounce to and from, camp in one or the other, defend 
one over the other, attack one over the other and/or balance between 
the spheres of…  Antinomianism and Legalism.  Freedom in Christ is 
not found in Antinomianism, Legalism or on the horizontal line… both 
antinomianism and legalism are forms of bondage.  True freedom is 
found in Christ who stands above/outside these two manmade 
reactions to the Law and Gospel.  

   What Does Freedom Look Like? 
 Faith Expressing itself in Love (Gal. 5:6) 

 Being a New Creation (Gal. 6:15) 

 Embracing the Law by faith and love because  
it is Good (Rom. 7:16) 

 Embracing the Gospel by faith and love 
because it is the Power of God (1 Cor. 1:18) 

 Living by the Spirit (Rom. 8:1-17 & Gal. 5:16-18) 

 Following Jesus (Mark 1:17) 
 Living in Tension Above Antinomianism and Legalism 


