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YOUR VIEW OF HOW YOU WERE CONNECTED TO GOD WILL DICTATE HOW 

YOU EVANGELIZE! 

 

He is the Giver; we are the receivers! 

 

1) Use the second use of the law when proclaiming evangelistically.  

2) Preach the Gospel through the cross.  

3) There is no salvation without Repentance and Faith.  

4) The Invitation 

5)  The rich young ruler exegesis. A gift for you so it may be taken home and used to proclaim! 

 

 

• So How can we be evangelistic? 

 

• Evangelistic preaching consists of true Law/Gospel preaching. If done well it will create 

its own invitation. 

• In the book, “The Evangelizing Church; a Lutheran Contribution” many excellent points 

are made – I would recommend it for your consideration. 

• Pages 1-3 – they discuss three different positions Lutherans have taken when it comes to 

evangelizing. The second point is important for LB people to hear. They call it the 

pragmatic approach – and explain that such people often end up using or trying to adapt 

such evangelism programs as: Evangelism Explosion, Four Spiritual Laws, Church 

growth or Alpha. They go on to warn that all carry within them untested assumptions 

about such matters as decision theology and sanctification that do not fit very well within 

a Lutheran Law/Gospel understanding of scripture. 

• Page 5 – I like this quote, “Lutherans are in a strategic position to once again build upon 

the Reformation‟s insights regarding human nature and God‟s grace to address 

evangelizing by the church today. Among the important elements of historical 

Lutheranism are Luther‟s understanding of human nature and the divine grace that comes 

to us through the cross of Christ. 

• Regarding human nature, American confidence regarding our perceived ability to shape a 

political future and to master human motivations has grown over the past two centuries. 

In this context, American revivalists have tended to invert spiritual ends and means and 

have thus gutted Luther‟s insights about sin and grace.  

 

 

The result has been that American Protestants have lost an important dynamic in evangelizing: 

an understanding of the depths of human sin (which included the bondage of the will) and evil in 

the world, and just as important; the majestic power and mystery of God‟s grace in Christ 

http://www.findvictory.org/
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What is evangelism?  Evangelism by definition is proclaiming Jesus and what was 

accomplished by his death and resurrection. That's because the root of the word "Evangelism" 

means "good news," and our particular good news is that Jesus has forgiven our sins by his death 

on the cross. By that death he has also "brought us to God," thus solving the root problem of our 

separation from God. This is what our good news is. It is already an announcement of good news 

even before I say anything about response. This is the key! Watch then how I will move into 

past tense in the invitation. “This idea is not original I took it from Paul the apostle” 

 

1) In evangelistic preaching use the second use of the law. 

 

When proclaiming evangelistically, I feel the third use has to do with sanctification, (some 

may disagree) however that’s what we must never do is to get sanctification mixed up into 

justification,  so the third use of the law would definitely not be part of an evangelistic 

sermon. 

 

What does the Law do?   It crushes & kills. 

 

We get to show them how to die. 

 

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.” (Romans 

3:19)  

 

“But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was 

promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be 

revealed.  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 

faith.” (Galatians 3:22-24)  

 

Three Uses of the Law 
 

1) The Law sets up a set of moral values by which every human society must be regulated. 

 

2) The Law shows me my sin and God’s hatred of it, troubles my 

conscience and shows me my need of Christ. 
 

3) The Law guides me by His spirit in the matters of how I should live as a disciple of Jesus.  

 

So when I am preparing an evangelistic message here is what I am thinking about. 

 

I start with problems that they already recognize, and from there move to humankind‟s root 

problem: separation from God due to sin. 
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Whereas, the recognized problems are known by the listener because he can feel them; the root 

problem cannot be known except by revelation: (revelation means - the Holy Spirit reveals it to 

us through the Word of God; I do not mean some sort of special revelation or emotional 

experience that is not tied to the Holy Spirit opening our spiritual eyes to see the gospel)  

 

God has revealed what the root problem is. 

You are passing along that revelation to the hearer. 

 

 
SCRIPTURES for Law  

“…you were apart from Christ … you did not belong to God’s people.”   (Ephesians 2:12)  
“In the past you were spiritually dead because of your disobedience.  (1 Corinthians 2:1)  
 
Without God’s law, we might not have guessed that we have  violated God’s standards: 
“…through the law we become conscious of sin.”  (Romans 3:20) 
“…everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”  (1 John 3:4)  
“…the wages of sin is death.”  (Romans 6:23) 
 
The law can show us the problem, but it can’t solve the problem: 
 “…no one will be declared right in God’s sight by obeying the law: what the law does is to show 
us that we have sinned.”  (Romans 3:20) 
 “…the law is spiritual, but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.”   (Romans 7:14) 
 
This separation is caused by sin.   
 (Isaiah 59:2 -- your sins have made a separation between you and God.) 
  Sin means living in opposition to God's will  
 
 (1 John 3:4 -- sin is a breaking of the law.) 
  Sin is shown by God's law  
 
 (Romans 3:20 -- by the law is the knowledge of sin) 
  Sin is shown by its symptoms, such as guilt. 
  Sin deserves punishment from God.   
 (Romans 6:23 -- the wages of sin is death) 
 
  2) I want to encourage you to preach the Cross and the Blood.  

 

 

What Is Gospel? (Romans 1:16)  

 

It is making alive. (I would say that it gives life, it gives faith, it creates faith.)  Preach it with 

passion and Love!  

 

The desire or the goal is to move from the recognized need to the root cause. Jesus is the answer 

to the root cause.  

 

If I have shown how Jesus on the cross has  solved our root problem, I have presented an 

evangelistic message.   -This is-  True Law-Gospel preaching! 
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SCRIPTURES for Gospel  
 
“God did what the law could not do (because human nature was weak) … by sending his own 
Son … to do away with sin.    (Romans 8:3) 
“there is One who brings God and mankind together, the man Jesus Christ, who gave Himself to 
redeem (set free) all of mankind.”   (1 Timothy 2:5-6) 
 
Jesus is the solution because of WHO He is and WHAT He did on the cross: 
 WHO: “Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God … the Son has in    
 Himself the full nature of God.” (Colossians 1:15 & 19);  
   “Christ was without sin.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 WHAT: “Christ has appeared … to remove sin by the sacrifice of     
  Himself.”  (Hebrews 9:26) 
  
 “Christ Himself carried our sins in His body to the cross.”  (1 Peter 2:24) 
I Corinthians 15:3-5-22, Romans 1:1-2-15, Romans 6:23, II Corinthians 5:17:21, Romans 
5:6-8, John 3:14-17, John 1:12-14 

 

 

An Evangelistic gospel proclamation will consist of: "Jesus; who He is, and what He did! 

 

Absolutely not what the hearer does, only what Jesus has done for them. 

 

 3) I will teach there is no salvation without Repentance and Faith (both given by God).  

 

Luther said “If you don‟t know the depth of the disease you will look for the wrong cure.”  

 

The disease is our original sin.  

The cure is daily repentance found at the Cross. 

 

Law and Gospel 
 

1. The Law is expressed primarily in forensic terms, as if a judge were pronouncing a defendant 

guilty. After declaring the Law in that mode, the preacher should carefully formulate the Gospel 

in his sermon so that it answers that particular problem. He would likely choose to present the 

Gospel as justification or acquittal. When, in another text, the Law is expressed as debt, the 

preacher would supply Gospel with forgiveness while defeat would be answered with victory, 

obedience with power, and so on.  In such ways, by capitalizing on their natural bipolarity, Law 

and Gospel are preached in distinction.  

 

2. There should be gospel predominance, Gospel should be preached as a higher word. This 

means that the hearers are always left with a remedy, and with hope if the Law is killing them, 

they may walk out of your service under heavy conviction even if the Gospel was given. So if 

people are under conviction with Law/Gospel don‟t feel bad next week and try to fix it with all 

Gospel. When Law and Gosper clash in preaching (as their bipolar nature demands), there should 
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always be a clear winner: the Gospel. So if people are under conviction with Law/Gospel don‟t 

feel bad next week and try to fix it with all Gospel.  

 

3. The Law has been written on everyone‟s heart; it is natural to them.  The Gospel is revealed 

only through God‟s Word.  Man is accustomed to earning a reward, which is the essence of the 

Law.  To receive something free of charge, the essence of the Gospel, however, is all together 

contrary to man‟s natural way of thinking.  Clarity, therefore, is an important criterion for Law 

and Gospel preaching.   

 

4. Since God alone acts in the Gospel, a sermon without historical basis can only be Law… 

exhorting the works of man…. A sermon that effectively communicates Law and Gospel will 

thus generally have at it score the historical events of the text and the Scriptures as a whole.    

 

5. Conscience-stricken hearers identify themselves with the sermon; they see how their lives fail 

to measure up.  Then, after the Law has made contact by mirroring man‟s plight, the appropriate 

correlates of Gospel will also ring true.  In this way, the Gospel, too, begins to correspond to 

life…  In other words, a sermon most effectively communicates Law and Gospel when it 

proclaims, declares, and performs truths of forgiveness and blessing (or of judgment) upon the 

hearers, rather than simply talking about truths.   

 

7. While the Law instructs as to what good works are, only the Gospel can motivate people to do 

them.  Law motivation is characterized by the imperative mood which is to (Express a 

command); the indicative mood is generally more appropriate to the Gospel. (state a fact or ask a 

question)   

 

 

• A direct invitation should be used only when the text allow for it. I have used this type of 

invitation in resent years and love it. I feel it is very Lutheran.   

• If the scripture text is overtly evangelistic this is one way you can call people to Christ. 

Here is how I have gone from an Armenian Evangelist to a Lutheran Evangelist. Yes, 

there is a difference! 

 

4) The Invitation 

 

 African or American crusades- I have preached 

 

At the end of the sermon I will say, “If you find that trusting in Jesus is something that you are 

drawn to then today we would like to speak with you, share some scripture with you and even 

pray with you that you might be assured of what the Lord has done for you and in you. 

This is a time where the counselor must understand they are not asking Jesus in their heart. God 

has already created faith and saved them based on his word. People will want to get rid of 

individual sins.  That is fine, let them confess them also to God, and proclaim them forgiven in 

the name of Christ Jesus by pointing them to scriptures like I John 1:9.  
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Crusades State Side and Africa 

 

Today, by the hearing of this Word, you may have realized that you have been separated from 

the one true God and have never really known him. By the power of the Holy Spirit He has 

revealed your sin to you and you have been or have heard yourself saved by the proclamation 

and absolute assurance of what God‟s Word says about what the Blood of Jesus has done for 

you. If that is you the elders and I would like to speak with you, share some scriptures, answer 

any of your questions and even pray with you to help you be assured of what the Lord has done 

for you. If today you know you have always been a believer but are under conviction,  I would 

like to remind you that God‟s word declares that all repentant sinners are forgiven.  If however, 

you are troubled by a particular sin that you have not yet confessed you may do so today so you 

might be assured of the forgiveness of sin through repentance and faith which are given by God, 

through His word.  If you would like talk to us about such matters we are available here at the 

altar.  

 

LB Churches on Sunday morning. 

Today God‟s word has been speaking to all of us. There may be some in this sanctuary who for 

the first time have been freed from the weight and bondage of trying to do enough for God, 

maybe this morning it was your “aha” moment, maybe it has been coming for months or years; 

either way, what the elders along with myself would like to do is encourage you in this 

wonderful discovery that the Lord has revealed to us also. Please find one of us after the service, 

I will be here at the altar when church is over if you would like to speak to me about what God 

has made clear to you today, or come in to my office next week, I would love to rejoice together 

with you in Christ our Lord.  

(I would suggest that you explain that this sort of invitation should not be given every single 

Sunday but only those Sundays that the sermon might especially call for it – we need  to be 

careful lest people get the idea that the only way to believe or repent is to speak to the pastor or 

elders or walk to the alter – thus making even this sort of an invitation into a modern day 

evangelical sacrament. Here is another thing we could say.  

Maybe you have been sitting here in church for several months or years listening to God‟s word 

preached and you have found yourself believing in what is preached about Jesus more and more 

though you have never really told anyone you are a believer. If you confess your sins to Jesus 

and believe in him as your Savior and want to live as he would want you to; would you like to 

declare that today? If so why don‟t you just stand right where you are and I will pray a prayer of 

thanksgiving to God on behalf of this congregation for granting you saving faith. (This sort of 

invitation seems in harmony with Romans 10:9-10 and 13-17 and might be helpful for the person 

to profess his faith.  

 

SCRIPTURES  
“God puts people right through their faith in Jesus Christ … God does this to all who believe in 

Christ.” (Romans 3:22) 

“For it is by God‟s grace that you have been saved through faith.  It is not the result of your own 

efforts, but God‟s gift, so no one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
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Faith is shown in these ways: 

“If you confess that Jesus is Lord, and believe that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved.”  (Romans 10:9)     

(“confess” here means “say the same;” that is, say the same as God says.) 

“If we confess our sins to God, He will … forgive our sins.”  (1 John 1:9) 

 

Response can also be called “effect,” because God brings about certain effects, such as:   

•  Realizing our need “When He (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict the world  of 

guilt in regards to sin.”   (John 16:8) 

•  Realizing and accepting Jesus: “No one can say „Jesus is Lord‟ but by the Holy Spirit.”   

(1 Corinthians 12:3) 

1. The listener might not respond at this moment, but we should tell him what the response is. 

2. These responses are not created by the listener, but created in him by the work of the Spirit. 

3. Faith and repentance are part of the good news of the gospel, and should not be made to sound 

like law.  

 

Exegesis - The Rich, Young Ruler   Matthew 19:16-30 

   

 First, the rich young ruler came to Jesus as an UNBELIEVER.  Why?  The reason is that 

he wanted to know what additional good deed he could do to obtain eternal life.  In other words, 

he was not striving to obey the law because he already HAD eternal life (reconciliation with God 

through Christ, the one who died and rose for us).  Instead, he was trying to obtain eternal life 

through his performance – which is why he views Jesus as a “Teacher” (“Give me some more 

rules, Jesus!”) and not as “God with us” who came to save him from his sins (Matthew 1:21-23). 

 Second, I‟ve noticed in my study of the Gospels that whenever people ask Jesus a 

performance based question or works righteous question (instead of a CHRIST based), Jesus 

always gives them a performance based answer or works righteous answer.  Why?  The very law 

that people are using to get closer to God is the same law that God is using to kill them so that 

He can get close to them!  Jesus proceeds to tell the arrogant young man that only God is good, 

and that if he wants to obtain eternal life (based on performance) that he needs to keep the 

commandments. 

 Third, the young ruler then wants to know “which ones” he must keep (“Are there some 

more you can add to the 600+ laws I‟ve already kept, Jesus?”).  Jesus then simply lists the 

second tablet of the law – which includes not only negative prohibitions but also positive 

commands to love (e.g., “Honor your father/mother” ; “love your neighbor…”).  The young man 

foolishly asserts that he has kept these commands.  Christ is trying to kill him, but he’s not 

ready to die!   

  Fourth, at this point Christ could have used some “Sermon on the Mount” stuff.  Lust is 

equal to adultery.  Anger is murder.  Love your enemies, not just your friends.  Instead, Jesus 

gives him a similar command He knows the young man can‟t keep:  “Sell ALL you have and give 

it to the poor…”  At this point the young man did NOT respond in the way Christ was hoping he 

would.  The young ruler did NOT say:  “You‟re asking too much of me!  I can‟t do what God 

commands!  Have mercy on me a sinner!”  In other words, Christ was hoping he would come to 

HIM with his sin.  Instead, the young man walked away with his sin in his own hands. 

 Fifth, the reason Jesus asked him to sell ALL he had and give to the poor was not merely 

that he should love as Christ loves (something that is fulfilled in us only when we‟ve ALREADY 
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been given eternal life!), but also that Jesus was asking him to give away the signs of his self-

righteousness.  The Pharisees of that day operated with a “theology of glory” that not only led 

them to assume they could merit eternal life via their obedience but also that God would reward 

their performance with “health, wealth and prosperity” in this life.  One reason this young man 

felt no obligation to give more to the poor than he already had (I‟m sure he had given some to the 

poor, as any law-driven person would do!) is that he probably thought:  “They‟re poor because 

they‟re not as obedient as I am.  They deserve their poverty, and they should be thankful for what 

little I‟ve already given them!”  However, in asking that he give ALL he had to the poor Jesus 

was forcing him to become “poor” himself and face that the fact that he, too, was a sinner 

deserving nothing from God. 

 Sixth, Jesus then goes on to make the shocking statement that is often misunderstood:  

“…it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God.”  One common modern liberal interpretation is that God favors the poor and 

oppressed but hates those who are upper-middle class or above.  If this were the case one would 

expect the apostles to say:  “You tell him, Jesus!  You tell that upper class scum where he can 

go!  God really loves us socially marginalized people who don‟t get our share of the pie in this 

life!”  No, that‟s not what they say!  They say:  “Who then can be saved?”  It‟s obvious that they 

admired this rich, young ruler and assumed that if anybody had a shot at eternal life, he did!  

They may have been thinking to themselves:  “If that pious man who had obviously been 

rewarded by God for his obedience is not worthy of eternal life, then worldly men like us 

obviously have no hope at all!” 

 Seventh, Jesus then gives the Gospel answer to their despair under the law:  “With man 

this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  Sadly, the apostles still don‟t get it.  

They still think in terms of the law.  Their pride now kicks in, and they essentially say:  “Wait a 

minute!  Are you saying it‟s all about YOU?!  Maybe that guy didn‟t give all he had to the poor, 

but WE have left everything to follow you!  Doesn‟t that count for something?”  Jesus then 

lovingly rebukes them.  Essentially, Jesus says:  “You already have eternal life and therefore a 

wonderful future awaits you!  However, lest you lose out on this wonderful future, remember 

this:  „Many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.‟”  Jesus then goes on to tell a 

parable that reveals the wonderful Gospel of God who gives us what we DON‟T deserve! 

 

The ONLY way we keep this command is if we ALREADY have eternal life through faith in 

Christ who has ALREADY fulfilled the law for us.  However, as far as I can see, this was not the 

case with the rich, young ruler.  He came to Jesus, but he did NOT trust in Jesus.  The young 

man wanted more rules for his “purpose driven life!”  Jesus then proceeds to kill him in the hope 

that He could give him eternal life.   

 

 

Here is a good conclusion 

 

The secret to find this golden nugget is found in the proceeding parable. The yellow brick road 

we will go on to get you there is Matt. 19:30 and 20:16  “the first will be last”, These parallel 

passages point to  Rev. 22:13  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 

Beginning and the End.” 

The treasure chest we are looking for is at the end of chapter 20. It says He will be mocked 
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and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!  The first and the last 

was mocked flogged and crucified, FOR YOU! 

 

What is impossible for man? The Cross 

“There is One who brings God and mankind together, the man Jesus Christ, who gave Himself to 

redeem (set free) all of mankind.”    1Timothy 2:5-6 

Jesus is the solution because of WHO He is and WHAT He did on the cross: “Christ Himself 

carried our sins in His body to the cross.”  1 Peter 2:24 

What is possible for God? The Cross   What is impossible for man? It is getting to the cross. 

 

There is an illustration that uses a bridge connecting God to all man kind.  Some have said that 

Jesus is that bridge.  Now if He is the bridge, then you must walk across. I would contend that if 

you try walking across that bridge, you are the rich young ruler. No where in the Bible does it 

say you have to walk across Jesus, the bridge, to get to God. However, in Luke 15:4 it says Jesus 

is the good shepherd and the good shepherd has been out walking through the valleys, the 

thickets and thorn brush, the  mud holes and streams. Through the affairs, divorces, the drug 

dens, bars, and brothels. Through cancer, depression, sickness and hopeless situations. Through 

the shame of sin not worthy of even allowing out of one‟s mouth.  Yes, even through the 

blackness of your own soul. The Good Shepherd walked there for you because you are that one 

lost sheep and He stoops down and sifts His fingers through the ash heap of sin, Ps 113. Then 

with His bloody nail torn hands the Good Shepherd pulls you up into His bosom, and it is the 

Good Shepherd who walks you across the bridge from death to life. LOOK NOW behind you.  

There are not two sets of foot prints.  There are one.  That‟s the one Who is holding you because 

of the impossible cross. 

 

This is the full gospel of Jesus Christ on the cross paid-in-full for our sins; therefore, we need not 

and cannot pay for them ourselves. Jesus on the cross suffered our complete punishment for all 

our sins therefore if we only believe Him and trust in Him we need not atone for our guilt. It is 

not the teaching of Jesus that we must meet him half way across the bridge or quarter of the way. 

For Jesus says, “I am the way!” Salvation is not made up 50% Jesus suffering and the other 50% 

yours by your own good works. The proportion is not 99% Jesus and 1% ours. Jesus is 

everything.  He is our all and all. When we believe this we are His. As Paul said, we are justified 

by faith without the deeds of the Law.  We say to the world by grace are you saved through faith, 

not of ourselves, it is a gift of God not of works so no man can boast. That is true Christian faith 

and it is assured by the true declaration of Jesus.  It is not the gospel plus anything else, not 

Christ in addition to any thing else, but Christ only and Christ Himself alone. HOLD FAST 

PREACHERS OF THE GOSPEL for it is attacked as never before.  We have 1000‟s of Non-

Christian and even Christian ministries today that either deny Christ or present Gospel with 

strings attached. When we see how they are relating their teachings to the proper understanding 

to God‟s Word we find they add something to the completed faith, or subtract or alter its truth to 

the completed faith.  This heresy always creates doubt like the testimony Zelda had that God 

could not complete what He said He would complete. Now this Great Message of the CLBA 

must be shouted from the house tops, preached from the pulpits, witnessed to in the streets, 

and broadcast from coast to coast. My brothers, let us band together and call the church back to 

the completed salvation of the cross.  When everything is gone & forgotten, that cross will be 

remembered.  My brothers in the ministry, you want to preach evangelistically; then preach that 
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cross, teach that cross, live that cross, exalt that cross! The world will never thank you for it. 

However, when the souls we are reaching step from this life and into the next, their faith will 

bless your loyalty. Martin Luther said it has been called the doctrine on which the church rises or 

falls - this teaching of universal grace & salvation completed. My brothers, let us build our 

church on that rock, your sermons on that theme, your theology and obedience on this Word of 

God and not even the gates of hates will prevail against you!   AMEN 
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NINE STEPS TO PREACHING BY LAW AND GOSPEL  
   by Dr. Carl C. Fickenscher II 

 

Step I: The preacher understands his task as proclaiming Law and Gospel. 

  

 "Whatever other elements are necessary in a Christian sermon, there is a  certain 

theological substructure which is indispensable--the classic Law/Gospel  distinction which has 

been a constant theme in Lutheran theological and  homiletical thought since the Reformation." 

Herman Stuempfle 

 

Step II: The preacher determines the text and what it is saying in terms of Law and      

 Gospel. 

  

 A. Text Selection: While texts may be chosen from anywhere in Scripture, there are 

 many advantages to working with the pericopes of the day. 

 B. Liturgical Context: Why was this text chosen for this time of year? How does it       

 relate the text to all propers for the day? 

 C. Biblical Context (Scripture interprets Scripture!) 

      1. Larger Biblical context: isagogical background of the book (author,               

 addressees, time and place of writing, general purpose and outline)  

      2. Immediate context: complete thought units (at least paragraphs) immediately           

 before and after text. What has the writer been saying, and where is he going? 

 

 D. Text in Vernacular: Get an overview. Study several modem translations and note    

 variations among them. List questions to answer in the-study of the original.  

 Note impressions, vivid phrases, and illustrations. Write out questions a lay person might 

 have about this text: What is confusing? 

 E. Text in Original: Note the genre (form) of the text (parable, miracle, hymn, prayer, 

 proverb, epistle, narrative, etc.). Parse the major verbs.  Define all basic words. 

 Note which elements are Law, which Gospel, and how they relate. Address 

 grammatica syntactical problems. Examine the critical apparatus for variants. 

 F. Parallel Passages and Word Studies 

         1. Parallel passages: How is the text different from parallels? Why might this be so? 

                2. Word studies (only the most crucial word[s]) 

 G. Doctrinal Study: Check Pieper's Christian Dogmatics and The Book of Concord to see 

 if the passage is mentioned. Is there a verse in the text that is a sedes doctrinae for one of 

 our teachings? If so, address it in the sermon.  

 H. Central Thought: What does this text mean? State the unique Law and Gospel 

 message of the text in one sentence. 

 

Step III: The preacher considers what the text is doing in communicating Law and Gospel. 

 

Texts not only say things; they also do things. Reading or hearing a text creates an experience for 

the recipient. Often this is facilitated by the genre of the text. Does a poetic text from the Psalms 

paint pictures, spark images in the reader's mind? Does a parable surprise, shock, tickle or 

stimulate him to further thought? Does a miracle "wow" the hearer? Does an epistle crystallize or 
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clarify his understanding or bring conviction and resolve? Ideally, such experiences will also be 

created by the sermon. Some of this has traditionally been expressed as a "goal" of the sermon. 

In practice, it is usually considered during the exegetical process while simultaneously 

determining what the text is saying. 

 

Step IV: The preacher organizes the Law and Gospel of the text into a basic outline. 

  

 A. Sermon Theme: With both the central thought and what the text is doing in mind, 

 formulate the theme (one carefully worded sentence that will permeate every sentence of 

 the sermon). Be certain that you can envision how under this theme the Gospel will 

 predominate. 

 B. Sermon Form: Determine the form for most effectively conveying the theme 

 deductive? inductive? narrative? other? Consider the genre and structure of the text itself 

 (and what the text is doing) in making this determination. 

 C. Major Divisions: Formulate the major divisions (Roman numerals only)       

 according to the form chosen for the sermon. These also should be complete 

 sentences. Consider how Law and Gospel will be proclaimed and distinguished 

 throughout. 

 

Step V: The preacher develops his outline with clear, specific Law and Gospel. 

 

 A. Commentary Study: Read only to answer specific questions, not to dictate the 

 direction of the sermon. 

 B. Detailed Outline: Expand the basic outline to include subdivisions (A's and B's, l's and 

 2's). Use complete sentences. Use no more than twelve subdivisions. 

  1. Indicate ideas for the introduction and conclusion. 

  2. Indicate ideas for vivid illustrations and specific, pointed        

  applications. 

  3. Evaluate relationship of Law and Gospel. 

 

Step VI: The preacher frames his sermon in Law and Gospel. 

 

 A. Introduction: This should normally be no more than five to seven sentences.  An 

 overwhelming introduction can cause hearers to stop listening and      remember it only.  

 The introduction will often be primarily Law (raising a problem). 

 B. Conclusion: Conclude what you said without adding new information or      

 changing goals. Remember that the congregation will best retain the last thing it heard. A 

 conclusion that is too powerful, however, can destroy the message. The conclusion 

 should usually be Gospel (leaving the hearers with comfort, hope, proper motivation). 

 

Step VII: The preacher writes his sermon as precise Law and Gospel. 

 

 Write for oral presentation (short, simple sentences). Include careful transitions 

 between thought blocks. Be sure Gospel statements are not turned into Law by 

 imprecise wording. 
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Step VIII: The preacher carefully articulates Law and Gospel as he delivers his sermon. 

 

 Choose the delivery system (manuscript, outline, thought-block memorization,  etc.) 

which makes you most comfortable. Prepare and then speak by thinking in thought blocks. Give 

conscious attention to distinguishing Law and Gospel by varying face, tone, volume, etc. 

 

Step IX: The preacher files his sermon for future Law and Gospel proclamation; 

 

 Maintain a personal filing system which records text, title, date, Sunday or festival of the 

church year, and place of preaching. Cross-index files by church year and place. Index also all 

themes, major illustrations, and other pertinent data such as unique homiletical techniques. 

There's no sin in using a sermon again (You feed your people more faithfully by revising and 

reusing a carefully prepared sermon than by offering up a hastily done new one), but know 

whether you've used it here before! 

 

 

 

 

 


